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Government Policy
• Implementation of the Agenda2030 and progress

should be evaluated once during the Government
period (=every 4 years)

• Coordination: Primes Minister’s Office => truly cross-
administrative sustainable development policy in all
sectors of government



Evaluation aimed to 

• produce an independent and comprehensive evaluation on sustainable 
development policy , especially regarding Finland's national policy, the 
national implementation of the 2030 Agenda and Finland's foreign policy.

• To produce concrete recommendations on the future directions of Finland's 
sustainable development policy (taking into account different timespans and 
levels of ambition) as well as ways to evaluate it.



Sustainable Development Policy:
Coordination model



Planning of the evaluation

• Initial discussions on the evaluation between ministries 
and other parties started already in 2017 

• Planning started in 2018 under the leadership of the Prime 
Minister's Office
oFunded by the Government’s analysis, assessment and 
research activities)

• Evaluation conducted August 2018  - February 2019

• Results published in March 2019



Evaluation process



Evaluation process



The Evaluation Team

FINNISH ENVIRONMENT INSTITUTE 
Think tank

EXTERNAL EXPERTS



Developmental oriented evaluation

 Multi-disciplinary and cross-sectoral approach

 comprehensive participation of key actors and stakeholders

 Short, but intensive process

learning and sharing, innovative workshops, interviews and fora

 Survey

 Cross-administrative steering group

 Support group (stakeholders and partners, such as universities, reseach
centers, sustainable development committees, Finnish Evaluation 
Society, etc.)



Indicators

SDG Index and Dashboards –indicators

National SD indicators (10 indicator baskets), Helsus Policy Dialogue materials 

(expert evaluation and workshops)

Key policy documents Government SD programs and strategies

Planning documents for development co-operation projects

Survey (N=238)
Closed survey to key SD actors and practitioners

Open survey to all interested

Interviews (around 80 

interviewees)

Key professionals in SD

Representatives of all ministries

Scientific advisory panel for SD

Key process stakeholders

Workshops (3)
Two open stakeholder workshops (around 80 and 40 participants)

International evaluation workshop

Key information sources



Key messages from Finnish Evaluation

1. Sustainable development has become a broadly accepted aim in 
society. SD policy has succeeded in being inclusive.

2. Not a single country has yet introduced a credible plan for how 
the goals of the 2030 Agenda will be reached. Sustainable 
development should become the basis of future Government 
Programmes.



Key messages (continued)

4. The Finnish Government should produce a credible national roadmap for 

how Finland plans to reach the goals of the 2030 Agenda. This requires 

extensive national targets. 

5. The coherency of politics should be strengthened, and phenomenon- based 
budgeting is a good start. All governmental goals should be guided by 
sustainable development, and Agenda2030 integrated into the strategies, 
actions and future briefings. 



Key Finding

Finland’s biggest challenges in 
sustainable development policy are 
related to climate change, consumption, 
the state of the environment, and 
growing societal inequality.



Assessment of sustainable development in Finland via national indicators



Equivalences between Finland's sustainable development indicator 
baskets and the SDG Index and Dashboards Report
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The results and recommendations were widely discussed with the stakeholders in 
spring 2019

 6 discussions with political parties

 4 parliamentary committees discussed the results together

 Presentations and discussions in several ministries

 Workshop of national commission on SD

 Government negotiations: the leading party had SDG’s as a basis of the programme
draft 

Dissemination



Evaluation Report and Policy Brief

PATH2030-publications online in English:

- Policy Brief: 
https://tietokayttoon.fi/julkaisu?pubid=30301

- Report: 
http://julkaisut.valtioneuvosto.fi/handle/10024/161601

https://tietokayttoon.fi/julkaisu?pubid=30301
http://julkaisut.valtioneuvosto.fi/handle/10024/161601


Question remains:

17 main goals, 169 sub-targets and only 10 
years time. What path should Finland take 
to reach the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals by 2030?





Two knowledge products

 A briefing paper “Evaluating sustainable 
development: how the 2030 Agenda can help” 
https://pubs.iied.org/17713IIED/

 A handbook/guide on evaluation and the SDGs will 
be published in the GEF Conference, Third 
International Conference on Evaluating Environment 
and Development in October 2019

https://pubs.iied.org/17713IIED/
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